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Tilden delegati : 
Keine will ‘send’ a contesting delegation. any 


Otherwise, the Tammany chief ‘will content, 
himself by iasateg around and brandishing 
his war-club, dag SE 
‘As a great deal of, ‘importance is ‘attached 
by. some persons to the organization known 
as ‘The Knights of Labor,” the report ofa 
patient held with the two chief officers 
of ‘the order by a correspondent of Tax 
Treks will be read with interest. In the 
first’ place, it is ‘clear that the “numerical 
‘strength of the order ‘hasbeen yery much 
of numbering “a 
million and a hall, the Grand . Secretary 
thinks that ite membership will not exceed 
600,000. This number is not a formidable 
menace to the Government, certainly. The 
“ Knights ’ do not approve of labor strikes, 
and they are working for’ the establistiment 
of a co-operative:system of labor, by which 
consumer and producer ‘will be brought into 
close relations, © The dark-lantern, feature of 
the organization is objectionable, but the 
workings ‘of the order; ‘as described by the 
officers, are not by any means contrary to 
the interests of the general public. 
=_-_-eoroe 


The House has voted to abolish . the ‘In- 
dian Commission. It is-not unlikely that 
the Senate will concur; and: thus: .this orna- 
mental addition to the civil service will »be 
sent to the limbo of: unsuccessful experi-: 
ments,. The’ failure of . the . commission, 
however, is due to the complaisance ‘or in- 
dolence of a majority of its members, rather 
than’ to any. radical defect in the 'ma- 
chinery provided for its movement, The 
theory of the law. creating the 
commission ‘was -that a few. gentlemen, 
eminent in public affairs, and actuated by 
philanthropic motives, would superintend 
the general management of. Indian. affairs, 
prevent frauds, and protect the Indians, and 
correct, abuses. ‘The practice has been to 
pack the commission with friends of the In- 
dian Commissioner, and to invite the mem- 
bers ‘thereof to come forward, ‘at stated in- 
tervals, and applaud everything that has been 
done. 


CONGRESS AND: THE REFUNDING 
BILL. 

It is reported from. Washington that Mr. 
Woop is making strenuous efforts to get the 
Refunding ‘bill’ before the House for final 
action as soon as the appropriation bills 
shall be got: out of the way.. This will prob- 
ably be ab6éut May 1, The>difficulties in 
Mr. Woon’s way are not inconsidérable. A. 
portion of them, and no.small portion, arise 
from the animosity which the OCommit- 
tee of Ways and Means has contrived to 
excite by its. obstructive course with 
reference to tariff measures. That commit- 
tee has had intrusted to its care a large num- 
ber of specific measures for the readjustment 
of. the tariff. . These the committee have 
treated with a procrastination and a want of 
good faith which have become intolerable to 
the House. They have taken contradictory 
votes on several of them; have debated, de- 
ferred, amended; consolidated, and separated 
them so many times that no one, apparently 
noteven any member of the committee itself, 
knows exactly in what condition the tariff 
bills are. Finally, as-a sort of conclusive 
method of postponing the whole business, a 
stib-committee has been appointéd to look 
into all the bills. and report what shall be 
done with them. | When this little ceremony 
has been gone through ‘with, the entire ques- 
tion will be’ just’ where it was before, and 
the obstructionists in the committee will re- 
commence, with -reference to the report, the 
dilatory and: unjustifiable tactics which have 
been resorted ‘to with’ reference to the orig- 
inal. measures. 

This conduct, go entirely unworthy of the 
leading committee of the House, has disgust- 
ed a large part, perhaps‘a majority, of that 
body, and any proposition coming from the 
Chairman of the Ways.and Means Commit- 
tee is likely to be seized upon as affording a 
convenient means for expressing such dis- 
gust. ‘Those members. of the House who 
feel in this way:ate inclined to administer to 
‘Mr, Woop a little of the nauseous potion 
which some of his-committee have been. so 
long. serving to them. “They ‘will. refuse 


to advance Mr. .Woop’s favorite. meas-. 


ure ‘on the “ground © that. he has 
connived at: the process of strangling meas- 
ures of equal importance: which the .ma- 
jority of the House desire a chance: to vote 
‘upon. This. feeling is certainly not un- 
natural, and if nothing but the personal pref- 
erences of Mr. Woop or his ‘colleagues 
were ‘involved, the proposed ° retaliation 
would not be void of certain rude. justice, 


‘The majority in the House would be acting’ 


eee ek maak teh eee Doliling poquesied with why aaplosk eben “sel 


the opportunity will be. gone, and may not 


soon’ reappear, < Moreover, the reduction 
of the demands of: the Government will af- 
ford the means of ‘carrying out precisely 


that reform in taxation which those offended 


by the. Committee of Ways and Means: so 
earnestly desire, Tt would be ‘a singular play- 


ing into the hands of the. high tariff men to 


refuse to enact. a refunding bill, since this 


would leave the Goyernment no option but. 


to buy-its bonds at a premium in the market 


until they are‘ due, and after that time. to 
either pay themsat par or to continue the 


payment of high rates » of ec 
In’. either of these cases,» the argu: 
ment in favor of reduced taxation afforded 


by a,reduction ‘in the Wemands on the reve- ‘ 


nue would ‘be unavailable, The present 
Congtess has-had submitted to it.a good 
many propositions bearing ‘on the finances, 
and .has ‘done nothing’ with any of them. 
But the question of refunding is one which 
all parties should be able to act upon with, 
out prejudice, and» it is the only one as to 
which the Congress can redeem the very un- 
desirable reputation which it has managed 
to tnake for itself. It involves no vexed 
theory of the currency. It isa simple mat- 
ter of saving certain millions. to the tax- 
payers. There ought to be. no hesitation 
about it, and any party which insures the 
defeat of some. practicable refunding meas- 
ure will ¢ake'a very grave responsibility. 


—_—_—_—_—_—_—— 

THE NEW LUNACY COMMISSION. © 

The bill for establishing a Board of State 
Commissioners in Lunacy, now -pending at 
Adbany, is an effort to introduce in our State 
an. institution which has long been in suc- 
cessful operation in Great Britain and other 
countries, and has been adopted in Massachu- 
setts... The English asylums, public and pri- 
vate, have for thirty-four years been under 
the control of ‘such a board, concerning 
whose Value the London Journal of Mental 
Science recently “declared: ‘*'The whole ex- 
istence of the board has been marked by a 
persistent endeavor to adopt and gradually to 
extend the most enlightened methods of 
treating the insane, and the amelioration in 
their condition atid the improved state of in- 
stitutions for the insane in this country has 
been ‘largely ‘due to their persevering and 
judicious procedure.’’ Dr. H. Maupsey, 
an unquestionable authority, still more  re- 
cently has said ‘in answer to a specifie in- 
quiry, “‘ The: Lunacy. Commissioners have 
done much to improve the management of 
asylums, and. to better the condition of 
the insane both in and out of asylumis. 
There cannot. be the least doubt ‘that 
their. influence -has been very bene- 
ficial.” No reason exists. why like 
benefits should not be reaped by an anal- 
ogous. system here. . It is true that many 
parts of the country have still greater need 
of this reform—in some Stites not only are 
the insane cruelly and ignorantly treated, 
left unprovided: ‘with means for their im- 
provement and comfort, and, so herded .to- 
gether that:the more. violent injure the quiet 
and the possibly reclaimable, but in some 
cases insane, Women have borne children, 
during several-successive years, within the 
limits of the institution. However, New- 
York, no less than Great Britain, will derive 
advantages fromthe consolidation of. au- 
thority and the introduction of uniform sys-, 
tem and order, -with thorough inspection, 
police, and medical, - 

The British statute of 1845, creating the 
National Board of Commissioners in Lunacy, 
is most élaborate. It requires the board to 
inspect and report upon every asylum, public 
or private. The board consists of eleven 
members, of whom three must be. physi- 
cians of at least five years’. practice, and 


three must be barristers of ten years’ prac- 


tice, the - other | five ‘being. men. ‘of 
affairs or. non-professional. Vacancies 
must be filled so as to keep up these exact 
proportions, and the ‘six professional mem- 
bers are amply salaried, 80 that they need 
have no other professional duties. _ Their 
contro] is extensive and detailed; ‘ot a luna- 
tic patient can be received without notifica- 
tion to them, and every. death must. in like 
manner be with the cane, the 
name of the medical’ attendant, and 80 on. 
They have'to visit four times a year, with- 
out warning, every asylum or home for luns- 
tics within the district of London and West- 
minster, ‘which: is placed specially in their 
charge, and twice a year in every other part 
of the Kingdom—in fact, by means of other 


‘statutory provisions ‘for local boards, every: 


ity to inspect, © The Doard, a9 thus rein. | ® V4 
forced, will be invested with: all thé. powers. 

‘now given to the Btate Commissioner in Lu- 
‘nacy, and the new. members, in respect to 


expenses, are to be on the ‘same legal . 

ing as the present, ‘It may - appoint a Secte- | 
tary, ‘not a member of . the board, ‘who must 
be a competent and experienced physician; 


and to gecute the full services af uch 8 Dy His: to find: that*so 


(gotta ald iprtinlaliig'a détiowiinatdon is already 
in difficulties, and that its collections seem. 
destined’ to come to « sudden end: 

Phe originator and leader of the Independent. 


sician, a salary of $4,000 is allowed him.” 
It seems highly probable that a scheme so 


simple and moderate would be productive of’ 


good effects, and would, at least, begin 


lunacy teform by securing competency and ’ 


harmony in official supervision. It does not 
antagonize the Board of Charities, whose 
earnest, disinterested, and: intelligent labors 
were fully appreciated by the Cooper Union 
meeting of last December, out of, whose de- 
liberations the pending bill grew. 
contrary, it uses the appliances of that or- 
ganization, and proposes to reap the invalu- 
able fruits of its experience. The, plan is so 
simple and direct that there is no reason, ap- 
parently, for delaying final action upon it 
beyond the present session. 


—_____—— 
OHARITY ORGANIZATION IN PHILA- 
DELPHIA. | 
‘We have more than once alluded in these 
columns to the remarkable work accom- 
plished by the new associations, -organized 
during the past few years, called ‘‘ Charity 
Organization Societies,’ in the various 
Northern |. cities.. Buffalo, we. ‘believe; led 
the way, and has been followed by Bos- 
ton, Providence, Hartford, * Springfield, 
Philadelphia, and many) other. cities. . The 
latter ‘city has an immense organization, 
embracing some 1,500 volunteer ‘visitors’ 
from among the most influential ladies 
of. the community, about 400 local .di- 
rectors, and some @5 ward superintend- 
ents,. who alone are paid each a small 
salary. Each ward forms a district for 
charity, with its own committee and -super- 
intendent,. Any person asking relief in 
that’ ward is supplied .with one. of the 
society’s tickets, and sent to the -ward 
office. ‘No help is.to be given from the 
door or to a street- beggar. . The’ person 
thus applying has his case immediately in- 


vestigated by the visitors. or superintendent, 


or, if he is in great destitution, he is at 
once assisted, . But the principle throughout 
the society’s work is to give assistance by 
labor, or to help the applicants ‘to help them- 
selves, Their great object is permanent, not 
temporary, relief. "They desire ‘‘to reduce 
vagrancy and pauperism; to prevent indis- 
criminate and duplicate giving ;- to secure the 
community from. imposture; to. see that all 
deserving poverty is properly relieved, and 
to make employment the basis of relief:’’ 
These are'the professed objects of the Phila- 
delphia ‘‘ Charity Organization Society:”’ 
To those who have. considered at all: the 
‘science of charity,’’ they will .appéal at 
once, as being in harmony with the. most 
sound and advanced ‘principles of charitable 
relief. ‘They tend to relieve misery, without 
creating more and fresh poverty. ‘They serve 
to guard the benevolent portion of society 
from ‘the imposture to which it is exposed, 
Then, a8 each visitor has° only ten, families 


in charge, while the Alms-house visitors of | 


Philadelphia formerly had 3,800 families 
each to. look after, there is an opportunity 
for personal sympathy and: for. careful. con- 
sideration of each case. As the great object 
of this society is to lead the recipients of 
charity to help themselves, to throw on ex- 
isting charities all who properly’ belong to 
them, ‘andj to 
they are at once exposed to an objection, 
which their opponents have not been slow to 
take ‘hold of, Their apparent expenses 
seem nearly all for organization, and very 
little for © charity.’ The centtal body, 
to which the ward committees report,-has_ 
not for its great object to distribute relief, 
but to organize charity: it throws distribu- 
tion on the ward associations: Accordingly, 
its published statement especially exposed it 
to this reproach—of spending all its funds 
on machinery and little on the poor. It:has 
been obliged to bear a very heavy, fine ‘under 
this very natural objection. But the Phila- 


periam was as wisely employed as in reliev- 
ing the poor. The very first public effect of 


the movement was a saving to the city in | 


asylum gete six’ official visitations annually | Bac 


‘without warning. The law also. exijoins 
‘tipon them to visit every building or out- -paupers_ 


jee of Ways. and Means have acted. ‘The | and. 





On: the. 


offer work rather. than alms, 


ig name of the Independent Ameri- 


utterly overthrow the- Roman Catholic 


ener- 


Catholic Church is understood to. be  cer- 
tain so-called.‘‘ Bishop’ McNamara, whom 
Mr. Joszex Ooox recently described as. a 
sort of ighproved Luther.. Some féw years 
~ appeared ‘in this City'a Roman 

olic priest known as Father MoNasara, 
who was generally believed to be a profes- 
sional lunatic. He organized a secret ‘so- 
ciety designed to drive. the Saxon from Ire- 
land, and called the ‘‘ United Irishmen Re- 
divivt,’t; the latter word being believed. by 
Trish patriots to be a Latin translation of the 
beautiful national motto, ‘ Begorra.”” It so 
happened that United Irishman. Re- 
divivus was guilty of treason to the 
society, and was thereupon ‘solemhly. tried 
and condemned to “‘ die the.death of a thrai- 
tor.’” “Whether the sentence was ever car- 
ried, out, or not, the public is as-yet: igno- 
rant; but, as the proceedings against the 
traitor were given all the publicity charac- 
teristic ofthe proceedings of an Irish secret 
sotiety, t is probable that the Police would 
have taken an active interest’ in Father 
McNamara had the traitor suddenly van- 
Having quarreled with the authorities of 
the Roman Catholic Church, and finding 
that as a source of profitable. collection the 
Society of the United Irishmen Redivivi 
was ot’ a permanent success, Father Mc- 
Namara deposed the entire Roman Catholic 
clergy, and starteda new Church of his own, 
called tlié Independent Catholic Church, 
By preaching sermons in which the Pope 
was denounced with’ much freedom. of: 
epithet, Father McNamara drew together a 
small. congregation, ordained himself a 


Bishop, and ‘succeeded in inducing several 


Protestant ministers who were unacquainted 
with his previous history to: give him their 
countenance and support as a new and meri- 
torious variety of Protestant. < 

Of course, the existence of a Bishop pre- 
supposes the existence of other clergy, and 
accordingly several: alleged ex-priests” were 
produced and exercised.a very favorable. in- 
fldéence upén collections. In a short time 
the prosperity of the Independent Catholic 
Church: led. to internal’, dissensions, and a 
number of seceders started a new church 
with the-longer name of the Independent 
American Catholic Church, and began to 
take up collections on their own’ account. : 
Difficulties presently arose as to the distribu- 
tion of the collections, and one of the alleged 


ex-priests; the Rev. Father PowErs, brought | 


an action against. the church treasurer for ar- 
rears of. salary. 

In the course of the judicial proceedings. 
that followed, it appeared that Father Pow- 
wns had never been a Roman Catholic priest. 
He left the Roman Catholic Church when he 
Wasa boy, and years afterward became a 
Baptist minister. An unfortunate prefer- 
ence which he displayed for whisky rather 
than water naturally displeased his Baptist 
brothers;.'and they ‘turned him out, | Re- 
cently he was engaged to perform as an ex- 
priest by the managers of the Independent 
American Catholic Church, and he now in- . 
sists ‘that his share of the collections has 
been kept from him: The other side denies 
that he’ is entitled to any money, but does 
ndt'deny. that he was represented to be an 

ex-priest, although he was simply al ex Bap- 
tist minister. 

The revelation of the fact that the Inde-, 
pendent American ‘Catholic Church manu- 
factures. ex-priests out of Baptist. material 
cannot. fail. to. “unfavorably affect the new 
denomination. 
Bishops out ‘of United Irishmen Redivivi, 
or. take them directly: from lunatic asylums, 
and few-Protestants will find any fault with 


ptists and. tries. to convince the 
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aa Gh anil toned dove 

mobsaw what. he was about. and 
nearly killing the executioner. 
then: taken. to his house, 

up a great deal of 

of wine . was given to 

at first thought he would re- 
died within a few hours. . The Sheriff, 


night... Hanpine was placed in the city prison. He 
said he remembered being. at. the gallows, but had 
no recoliéction of Varnuax’s being with him. He 
was pardoned, and placed in a charitable institu- 
tion, chiefly, it appears, out of consideration of a 
weak intellect. The most elaborate preparations 
were made for saving the Rev.Dr.Donp, exequted for 
‘forging the mame of the Earl of Carstznrrmip— 
(net thé’ Lord Cumsrznrretp, be it observed, who 
wrote the famous letters.) It is recorded on excel- 


lent authority that the Doctor's life was not extinct - 


when: he was removed from the gallows, and that 
he miglit have been saved had the room to which he 
was taken been nearer to the place of execution. 
We believe that arrangements made many years 
ago, with similar intent, in this City, failed through 


a blunder as to time, which caused the medical men: } 


to arrive too late. It is a strong point, among 
many, in fayor of the guillotine, that it makes: no 
failures; but is'an absolutely certain and rapid 
agent of death. 


eR 

Although Epwix ARNOLD had been known 
tovertain literary circles in England asa m‘nor poet, 
he had no general reputation there, and his name 
had seldom been mentioned in this country until he 
had published the “ Light of Asia,’’ which has been 
s0 Yery favorably received. He is the son of Rosgerr 
Coims ARNOLD, magistrate for Sussex, and not a 
of Marra&tw ARNOLD, as some have sup- 


‘posed. He is nearly 48, and was educated at Oxford, 


where he won honors asa classic, and gained the 
Newdigate prize for poetry after publishing a small 
volume of poems,’ He went, early in life; to India, 
aud ‘was appointed Principal of the Deccan College, 
at Poona. He resided there for seven yeats, ac- 
quiring Sanscrit and other Indian languages, and 
translating the.“ Hitopordesa,”’ a valuable - text- 
book for Sanacrit scholars, In Hindustan he 
formed a friendship with Lord DatHovusre, with 
Jou; afterward Lord, LawnEnos, presetver of the 
“Punjaub, and| other prominent statesmen: He 
was .on the high road to distinction when 
he ‘was. called ,honie: by the death of a 
child’ and. the serious iliness of his young 
wife. After his return to England, he published an 
interesting and important “History of Lord Dal- 
housie’s Administration,” another volume of poems, 
and a translation of one of the books of Herodotus. 
“He then joined the staff of the London Telegraph, 
and during our civil war sympathized entirely with 
the North, and predicted the triumph of the Union. 
His capacity..was more and more appreciated on 
the journal; his work steadily (improved, until he 
‘was cliosen, at the death of Tuonnrox Hunt, éditor- 
in-chief, and has since gained a name for his power- 

fulieaders on various subjects. Despite his inces- 


toil 
notices, and also of the Indian “Song of Songs,” one 
of the most characteristic specimens of Hindu litera- 


‘such a process of manufacture; but when it | *™" , 
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In these days of many millionaires, the num- | 
ber of men who are able to give a quarter of s mil- 
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paid in by June 1, and that it will begin ac 
operations in plenty of time to take advantage of 
the Autumn trade. site thing soni aes 


would be promptly returned. Applications forshares forshares 

are coming from every part of the country, andthe 
very general interest manifested in the scheme is : 

Cao st Wed Waa iadsor Ok: Sh. Sedabiets dasdien: 

The interest is not confined to. any one class.’ It is 

expressed. by persons known and unknown, by the 

rich and those in moderate circumstances. Whether 


. the company will rent-or build has not yet been de- 


cided; but it will probably rent, at least for the 
present, as the. managers intend to, proceed. eu- 
tiously until their future has been absolutely: as: 
sured. This is‘scarcely an .experiment, for 

be exactly modeled on the London 


traveled American women as the Bon Marché, “It 


is not to be conducted, as. has been surmised, by a | 


women alone. Practical. and well-known business 
men are at its head, and women will confine them- 
selves to women’s work. Of the. 13. ‘Trustees, only 
three are women—Miss Kate Field, Mrs. R.: Ogden 
Dotemns, and Mrs, Julia Ward Howe. The ques- 
tion of ‘women’s clothes. has grown to ‘be so-im- 
portant, our sex is so‘involved in it financially, that 
interest in the association must or 

eral. 
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GENERAL NOTES, 


tion’ of volumes during the past year has 


_ 818, ag against 92;242 for the first year. ; 


promptly answered: “Down back of Warren 2 Da 
tell’s barn.” ‘ a, 


Two of the "Trustee the University of 


Wighane peiefanass on Siblkiod teu HE aaa behdlar 
ship, not transferable, in either the academic or 
the scientific department. 

The Hon. John’ Ss. Billiu is the Democratic 
candidate for Congress in the Third District of Louis- 
iana, now by Ackien. The Hon. 
Randall L, Was renominated by a portion of 


. the delegates of the First District to the laté Demo- 


oratio State Convention. In the other districts, 
delegate conventions to nominate candidates will 
be held ata future day. 

The Probibitionists of Illinois are invited te 
be present at a State mass convention, to,be held in 
Springfield, on Tuesday, June 1. The invitation is 
addressed to all citizens of the State, without, re- 
gard to previous’ party relations, sex, or religions 
creed, who favor the prohibition of the:sale, manu- 
facture, and importation of all intoxicants for bev- 
erage purposes, and who favor the nomination. of 4 
full State ticket upon that basis: 

Among the Canadians recently arrived in 
Holyoke, Mass., is one, says the Transcript of that 
place, whose grandfather was @ Sergeant in the: 
British Army in the Revolution, while his wife’s . 
grandfather was a Sergeant in the American Army. — 
The old soldiers moved to Canada after thé war and 
pursued the useful arts of peace as neighbors, and 


the blood of the ancient foemen now. flows fnone © 


common current in the veins of their descendants. 
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